
Miami University Ohio 

Mission Statement: Miami provides the opportunities of a major university while offering the 
personalized attention found in the best small colleges. It values teaching and intense 
engagement of faculty with students through its teacher-scholar model, by inviting students into 
the excitement of research and discovery. Miami's faculty are nationally prominent scholars and 
artists who contribute to Miami, their own disciplines and to society by the creation of new 
knowledge and art. The University supports students in a highly involving residential 
experience on the Oxford campus and provides access to students, including those who are time 
and place bound, on its regional campuses. Miami provides a strong foundation in the 
traditional liberal arts for all students, and it offers nationally recognized majors in arts and 
sciences, business, education, engineering, and fine arts, as well as select graduate programs of 
excellence. As an inclusive community, Miami strives to cultivate an environment where 
diversity and difference are appreciated and respected. 
 
Miami instills in its students intellectual depth and curiosity, the importance of personal values 
as a measure of character, and a commitment to life-long learning. Miami emphasizes critical 
thinking and independent thought, an appreciation of diverse views, and a sense of responsibility 
to our global future. 
 

James Madison University 

Mission Statement: We are a community committed to preparing students to be educated and 

enlightened citizens who lead productive and meaningful lives.  

Vision: To be the leading comprehensive university. 

  



Portland State University 

Mission Statement: The mission of Portland State University is to enhance the intellectual, 

social, cultural and economic qualities of urban life by providing access throughout the life span 

to a quality liberal education for undergraduates and an appropriate array of professional and 

graduate programs especially relevant to metropolitan areas. The university conducts research 

and community service that support a high quality educational environment and reflect issues 

important to the region. It actively promotes the development of a network of educational 

institutions to serve the community. 

Vision: PSU’s vision is to become a leading public urban university “known for excellence in 

student learning, innovative research, and community engagement that contributes to the 

economic vitality, environmental sustainability, and quality of life in the Portland region and 

beyond.”5 In a June 2011 letter to PSU faculty and staff, President Wiewel reaffirmed this 

vision, saying the university must aspire not only to provide an excellent education for students 

but to “serve as a model for the urban university in the 21st century – a place where campus and 

community are inextricably linked, and where we can find solutions to the seemingly intractable 

challenges that face societies locally and globally.” 

University of North Carolina Charlotte 

Mission Statement: UNC Charlotte is North Carolina’s urban research university. It leverages 

its location in the state’s largest city to offer internationally competitive programs of research 

and creative activity, exemplary undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs, and a 

focused set of community engagement initiatives. UNC Charlotte maintains a particular 

commitment to addressing the cultural, economic, educational, environmental, health, and social 

needs of the greater Charlotte region. 

  



University of North Carolina Wilmington 

Mission Statement: The University of North Carolina Wilmington, the state’s coastal 

university, is dedicated to learning through the integration of teaching and mentoring with 

research and service. Our powerful academic experience stimulates creative inquiry, critical 

thinking, thoughtful expression and responsible citizenship in an array of high-quality programs 

at the baccalaureate and master’s levels, and in our doctoral programs in marine biology and 

educational leadership. Substantial research activity, combined with our hallmark teaching 

excellence and moderate size, advances distinctive student involvement in faculty 

scholarship.  We are committed to diversity and inclusion, affordable access, global perspectives, 

and enriching the quality of life through scholarly community engagement in such areas as 

health, education, the economy, the environment, marine and coastal issues, and the arts. 

The College of New Jersey 

Mission Statement: The College of New Jersey, founded in 1855 as the New Jersey State 

Normal School, is primarily an undergraduate and residential college with targeted graduate 

programs. TCNJ’s exceptional students, teacher-scholars, staff, alumni, and board members 

constitute a diverse community of learners, dedicated to free inquiry and open exchange, to 

excellence in teaching, creativity, scholarship, and citizenship, and to the transformative power 

of education in a highly competitive institution. The College prepares students to excel in their 

chosen fields and to create, preserve, and transmit knowledge, the arts, and wisdom. Proud of its 

public service mandate to educate leaders of New Jersey and the nation, the College will be a 

national exemplar in the education of those who seek to sustain and advance the communities in 

which they live.  

  



University of Maryland Baltimore County 

Mission Statement: UMBC is a dynamic public research university integrating teaching, 

research and service to benefit the citizens of Maryland. As an Honors University, the campus 

offers academically talented students a strong undergraduate liberal arts foundation that 

prepares them for graduate and professional study, entry into the workforce, and community 

service and leadership. UMBC emphasizes science, engineering, information technology, human 

services and public policy at the graduate level. UMBC contributes to the economic development 

of the State and the region through entrepreneurial initiatives, workforce training, K-16 

partnerships, and technology commercialization in collaboration with public agencies and the 

corporate community. UMBC is dedicated to cultural and ethnic diversity, social responsibility 

and lifelong learning.  

Vision: UMBC, an Honors University in Maryland, seeks to become the best public research 

university of our size by combining the traditions of the liberal arts academy, the creative 

intensity of the research university, and the social responsibility of the public university. We will 

be known for integrating research, teaching and learning, and civic engagement so that each 

advances the others for the benefit of society.  

Towson University 

Mission Statement: Towson University, as the state’s comprehensive Metropolitan University, 

offers a broad range of undergraduate and graduate programs in the liberal arts, sciences, arts 

and applied professional fields that are nationally recognized for quality and value. Towson 

emphasizes excellence in teaching, scholarship, research and community engagement responsive 

to the needs of the region and the state. In addition to educating students in the specialized 

knowledge of defined fields, Towson’s academic programs develop students’ capacities for 

effective communication, critical analysis and flexible thought, and they cultivate an awareness 

of both difference and commonality necessary for multifaceted work environments and for local 

and global citizenship and leadership. 

Towson’s core values reflect high standards of integrity, collaboration and service, contributing 

to the sustainability and enrichment of the culture, society, economy and environment of the 

State of Maryland and beyond.  

  



Appalachian State University 

Mission Statement: Established in 1899 as Watauga Academy, Appalachian State University 

has evolved into a preeminent university located in a unique, rural mountain environment. As a 

member of the University of North Carolina, Appalachian’s fundamental mission is to discover, 

create, transmit, and apply knowledge to address the needs of individuals and society. This 

mission is achieved by providing undergraduate students a rigorous liberal education that 

emphasizes transferable skills and preparation for professional careers; offering graduate 

students distinctive, relevant programs; maintaining a faculty whose members serve as excellent 

teachers and scholarly mentors for their students and who produce high levels of scholarship and 

creative activities. Appalachian recognizes that the success of the university depends upon the 

achievement and cooperation of a diverse community of students, faculty, and staff and strives to 

implement policies and allocate resources accordingly. We accept our responsibility to be actively 

involved in addressing the educational, economic, cultural, and societal needs of the changing 

region, state, nation, and world. As a publicly funded institution, Appalachian is committed to 

accomplishing its initiatives through efficient and effective resource utilization. 

  



Montclair State University 

Mission Statement: Montclair State University is committed to serving the educational needs 

of New Jersey with programs characterized by academic rigor and currency in the development 

of knowledge and its applications. The University will offer a comprehensive range of 

baccalaureate, master's, and certificate programs and a focused portfolio of doctoral programs 

that are closely aligned with the University's academic strengths and the needs of the state. 

 

The University will recruit faculty with exceptional academic or professional credentials and a 

deep commitment to the pursuit of their development as teachers and scholars. The University 

will admit to study with this faculty students who have demonstrated the potential for high 

achievement, diligence in the pursuit of their education, and high aspirations for using their 

education. The University will be inexorably committed to the maintenance of a learning 

community that is deeply and broadly reflective of the diverse population of New Jersey. 

 

All University programs will develop in students the ability to discover, create, evaluate, apply, 

and share knowledge in a climate characterized by tolerance and openness in the exploration of 

ideas.  

Curricular and co-curricular programs will cultivate the ability to think critically, to act 

ethically, and to become informed citizen-participants prepared to assume leadership roles in a 

democracy. Recognizing the increasing connectedness of the world, the University will ensure 

that all students develop an understanding of global issues and of their responsibilities as 

citizens of the world. 

 

The University will serve as a center for the creation of new knowledge and for the development 

of innovative applications of existing knowledge and as a center for pedagogical and artistic 

excellence and creativity. The University seeks to focus the professional activities of its faculty 

and the educational endeavors of its students on the enduring disciplines that will continue to 

constitute the knowledge base of an educated citizenry in the 21st century, as well as on the more 

specific and changing areas of study that have particular relevance to the region served by the 

University. 

 

The University will play a role beyond the campus community, partnering and collaborating at 

the local, state, national and international levels to make positive contributions to addressing 

issues of importance to society, to enable students to experience their ability to use knowledge in 

constructive ways in the world, and to share the rich array of intellectual and cultural resources 

of the University with the people of New Jersey. 


